Men build too many walls and not enough bridges! Newsletter dMarch 2007

- Sir Isaac Newton v

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ !
Over the past six years, we have been financially
supporting registered local organisations and
churches who work among the broken & abandoned,
g poor & needy, widows, orphans, semi orphans, child
labour victims, children of lepers, street children,
underprivileged, young offenders, and persecuted
Christians. We function regardless of race and
religion.

p A 0 Our Lord has graciously blessed Bridge of Love

@K @@” [}ﬂ@[ﬂ]ﬁy [N]©” ﬂ@@@@@ ministry and now we are providing regular monthly
financial support to many children and widows. We feel that a regular gift to organisations is
the most valuable aid. Regular gifts mean that the organisations we support can plan ahead
their short term and long -term development needs. In addition to our regular financial
support, whenever there is a specific need, we assess it and approach individuals &
organisations for aid and financial help. We also organise special programmes to raise money.
We then channel these funds to different organisations to meet their needs. We try our best to
ensure that the organisations we support are genuine.

In 2005 we received £43,933.43 and sent £40,503.29 for our projects, which includes around
£30,000 Tsunami Relief. Last year we sent around £24,000 for these projects. We sincerely
thank you for your invaluable prayers and financial support which has enabled us to be in this

position. May the Lord Almighty abundantly bless you and
may He enlarge our territory through your support !

WAR IN SRI LANKA

Due to the heavy fighting between the government F
forces and the LTTE, around 250,000 persons have been
internally displaced thus far, and over 12,000 Tamil §
persons have fled across the seas to South India as a ¢
result of the present conflict. This is in addition to

nearly 800,000 people who continue to be displaced both Lw

internally and abroad as a result of the earlier phases of |

the conflict and the Tsunami. BOL supported
Killinochchi, Mannar and Batticaloa districts affected by this war. The children live in fear in

the mist of the bombing, shelling, abductions, extortions and killings.



http://www.bridge-of-love.org/

It all began with the September 12
Brussels Declaration of the Co-chairs of
Sri Lanka, which announced the
commitment of the government and the
LTTE to resume talks. Nevertheless,
even as the two sides showered
platitudes on the Co-chairs, who
represent Sri  Lanka's 58 donor
countries, and pledged their word for
peace, the situation on the ground
deteriorated. The military campaigns of
the government resulted in deadly
attacks by the LTTE and vice versa. The
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) wasg
virtually confined to Colombo and the
2002 ceasefire agreement (CFA) was in P .
shreds. Nearly 3,000 people have died and 2.5 lakh have been
displaced in 2006 alone.

There is no room for thousands of new war -displaced people in
crammed refugee camps in eastern Sri Lanka, so many are
sheltering under trees or in schools and churches," Reuters report,
datelined 13 March, said. The reports by Humanitarian Agencies
working in the East, including those of UN say the IDPs face
countless problems including food, accommodation, sanitation,
health, schooling for children. The UN has appealed for vital funds

to boost its operations in eastern Sri Lanka.

Because of the new influx of IDPs, 110 schools remain closed in the

district. Around 23,000 students from Paduvankarai are not

attending schools. Students in 18 other schools face difficulties as

they witness the daily trauma of IDPs and fellow students staying

in the premises as refugees. Seasonally high temperatures have
added to the r ef ugpexecanddmeaslesease .healdhi c k e

issues plaguing the IDPs, with 49 IDPs in Araiyampathi affected with chickenpox.

Bridge of Love provided clothing and other essentials worth Rs 3,00,000 to around 175 families
sheltered at Sinhala Mahavithiyalayam in Batticaloa, in September 2006. In Feb 2007 we provided
clothing and other essentials worth Rs 7,50,000 to around 475 families sheltered at Savukadi
nalanpuri centre in Batticaloa. Mr & Mrs Amirtharaja and Sis Shanthy Ponnu organised and
collected more than £2,25,000 worth of clothing from friends and local church members in
Dehiwela for this project.

Rev Karunanithi, President of Padduvankarai Pastor Fellowship, Battcaloa, put in a lot of hard work
and along with Bro Yogannathan from Valaichechai, successfully coordinated and managed the two
mentioned projects in Batticaloa for Bridge of Love.  We are currently organising relief to another




